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Global demand for rice addressed by experts in groundbreaking 
publication 

 
The global challenge of how to increase production of rice by up to 50% in the next 30 years to meet growing demand 
has been addressed by leading experts in a forthcoming publication.  
 
A staple food for over 3 billion people (around half the global population) rice provides up to 23% of global calorie 
requirements. 
 
"With the recent announcement that Dangote Group is to make a five-year investment to grow and process rice in 
seven Nigerian states there is little doubt the worlds insatiable demand for rice is continuing to grow." said Francis 
Dodds, Editorial Director at Burleigh Dodds Science Publishing who have published the new research.  “At present, the 
increase in rice production rate (at under 1% per year) is lower than the increase in population of 1.5% per year '" 
 
"The rice community therefore faces the challenge of increasing rice production in the face of a rising population, 
plateauing rice yields, pressures on land and other resources available for rice cultivation and an unstable, 
changing climate." 
  
This major new, two-volume collection titled Achieving sustainable cultivation of rice, Volume 1 Breeding for higher 
yield and quality and Volume 2: Cultivation techniques, pest and disease management is edited by one of the leading 
experts in rice science, Professor Takuji Sasaki of the Nodai Research Institute, Tokyo University of Agriculture, Japan. 
Professor Sasaki is Editor-in-Chief of the journal Rice, and played a leading role in the international rice genome 
sequencing project. 
 
"Rice feeds half the world population." said global expert Professor Gurdev Khush from University of California-Davis, 
USA; formerly the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), winner of the Japan Prize, the World Food Prize and the 
Wolf Prize. 
 
"Production of rice must continue to increase at the rate of one percent a year to maintain food security. This will 
require varieties with higher yield potential and better management practices. This collection summarizes the 
latest technologies for genetic improvement of rice and for its management under diverse environments. It will 
serve as standard reference for rice scientists." he said 
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Note for editors 
  
Copies of Achieving sustainable cultivation of rice Vol.1 and 2 can be obtained from Burleigh Dodds Science 
Publishing Limited in print and digital formats costing: Vol.1. £140/$175/€170; Vol2. £150/$190/€180 from 
www.bdspublishing.com. 
  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.19103/AS.2016.0003.1 and https://doi.org/10.19103/AS.2016.0003.2 
   
For further comments, please contact Rob Burleigh on +44 (0)1223 839365 or email 
rob.burleigh@bdspublishing.com 
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About Burleigh Dodds Science Publishing 
Burleigh Dodds Science Publishing is a new independent publisher and its work will help researchers in 
agricultural science address how to feed a growing population in the face of climate change and increasing 
competition for land, water and other resources.  
  
Through our publications we will help researchers identify key issues and trends and find their way more quickly 
to the research most useful to them, allowing them to plan their own research programmes and link up to other 
research centres to collaborate more effectively. 

 


